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Welcome and Introduction 
 

All the staff and students at Dixons Kings are looking forward to welcoming you. This is the 

start of your secondary journey and we know you may feel nervous about this so we have 

created this booklet to help you feel more confident about coming to Dixons Kings. 

In the booklet there are various tasks for you to complete. Please complete all the tasks and 

bring this booklet with you to Dixons Kings on your first day. 

 

Getting to know you  
 

 

In this section of the booklet, we would really like to get to you know and learn about your 

interests and hobbies. Please complete all sections.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find a photo of you and stick it here. 
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All about me  
Give as much detail as you can for each heading or question. Please write in full sentences. 

Write details about your family (number of siblings, age etc.)  

  

 

 

 

Do any of your siblings attend Dixons Kings? (If yes, give details of their names and year group) 

 

 

 

Do you have any pets at home?  

 

 

 

What are your favourite subjects and why? 

  

 

 

 

What are your least favourite subjects and why? 

  

 

 

 

What is your greatest achievement so far or something you are really proud of? 
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What are your hobbies or interests? 

  

 

 

 

Who are your friends and what do you like about them? 

  

 

 

 

What is your favourite place/s you have visited? 

  

 

 

 

What are you most looking forward to at Dixons Kings? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

What are you least looking forward to or worried about when you come to Dixons Kings? 
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Getting yourself ready for Dixons Kings  
 

In this section of the booklet, we will help you prepare and get yourself organised for your first day 

at Dixons Kings.  

Equipment  
At Dixons Kings you will be required to carry only your equipment and books for your lessons around 

with you. Your school bag, PE bag and coat should be kept in your locker. You are allowed to carry 

your PE bag when you have a PE lesson. It is important to have all your equipment to ensure you are 

ready to learn.  

When you go to your locker before period 1 (start of the day), you will need to carry all your 

equipment and books for lessons 1 to 4 only. You will then return to your locker after family dining 

(lunch time) and collect your equipment and books for your afternoon lessons.  

During your first lesson each morning your equipment will be checked. This slide below will be 

displayed by your class teacher and you will hold up your equipment. If a piece of equipment is 

missing this will result in a 30 minute after school detention being issued.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You must bring the following equipment in the table below with you on your first day. Please 

complete the checklist.  

 

 

Equipment Tick when purchased  

Pencil case (it doesn’t have to be a clear one)  

Pens- black or blue   

Pencils  

Rubber  

Sharpener   

Ruler  

Protractor   

Compass   

Glue stick   

Reading Book  

Scientific Calculator (Casio fx-83GTX- can be purchased 
online or in the store from most supermarkets) 
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The following equipment listed below will be provided to your on your first day but then it is your 

responsibility to replace this if you lose it or if it doesn’t work anymore (mini-whiteboard pen).  

 Student planner 

 Knowledge Organiser (Black folder) 

 Mini-whiteboard  

 Mini-whiteboard pen 

 Mini-whiteboard eraser  

 Lanyard and data wallet 

 Dinner card  

 Locker Key 

 

Timetable  
When you start secondary school you will have to learn to read and follow a timetable. You will have 

different teachers and classrooms to go to for each subject. To help you during your first few weeks, 

your teachers will collect and drop you off at the line up hall. The Year 7 weekly timetable is shown 

below. Thursday and Friday has different timings due to an extended morning line up in the Sports 

Hall.  
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Activity 

Below is an example of a Year 7 student’s timetable. For each lesson on the timetable it will tell you 

the subject, teacher initials and the room number. Any room numbers which begin with ‘0’ are 

downstairs and any which begin with a ‘1’ are upstairs in the building. SH for PE is the Sports Hall 

and SL is for the Super Lab. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using the timetable above, answer the following questions: 

1) What time does the school day start at?     

2) Where do you line up before period 1 starts Monday to Wednesday? 

3) Which lessons do you have on a Monday? 

 

4) How many Maths lessons do you have in a week?  

5) What time is your break and how many minutes does this last? 

6) What time is lunch (family dining) on Monday to Wednesday? 

7) How many lessons do you have on a Thursday and Friday? 

8) What time do you finish school on Thursday and Friday? 

9) Which subject do you have twice on a Thursday? 

10) When will you need your PE kit with you? 

11) Which subjects are taught in classrooms upstairs?  

 

 

 

12) Write down the teacher initials and room number for your Science lessons   

13) Which days do you have tutor time?  

 

14) What lesson do you have Thursday Period 2?  
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15) Write down the teacher initials and room number for your Enrichment Club 

16) Where do you line up after break? 

17) Where do you line up after lunch? 

 

 

Uniform 
Uniform is an important part in making a good and lasting impression. We expect your uniform to be 

perfect at all times. We would like you to find our uniform policy from the school website 

www.dixonska.com, or you can find this information in the parent/carer handbook on page 17 and 

18.   

Activity 

Test your knowledge on our uniform expectations and circle the correct answer for each question 

below: 

1. What colour is your school blazer in Year 7? 
a) Blue  
b) Grey  

 
2. Which of the following socks are acceptable for you to wear in school? 

a) Long socks 
b) Ankle Socks  

 
3. Are you allowed jewellery including earrings, rings or necklaces? 

a) Yes  
b) No, you are only allowed a simple watch (not a smart watch) 

 
4. What trousers are you allowed to wear at Dixons Kings? 

a) Jeans (trousers with patched pockets and rivets) 
b) Black full-length straight trousers  
c) Leggings or tight trousers 
d) Very flared trousers 

 
5. What footwear are you allowed to wear at Dixons Kings?  

a) Slippers  
b) High Heels 
c) Shoes with metal buckles 
d) Boots  
e) Entirely plain black shoes with black laces 

 
6. If you are wearing a coat, hat, gloves or any additional clothing that is not school uniform, 

when does this need to be taken off? 
a) Before entering the building 
b) At your locker  
c) Down the corridor when a teacher sees you 

 

http://www.dixonska.com/
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Learning modes 
Learning Modes are used by every teacher to maximise learning through making clear expectations 
of behaviour during lessons. These modes cover all aspects from group work to independent work. 
The teacher will state the learning mode and this will be displayed by the arrow on the learning 
mode board usually at the front of a classroom. You will be expected to follow the learning mode 
stated at all times. If you fail to follow this twice in a lesson, this will result in a detention. 

We have four learning modes:  

1. Respectful Whole Class – this is when the teacher is leading the learning. You will be expected 
to track the speaker, listen intently to what is being taught and answer all questions.  

2. Independent Silent Study – this is used for students to work on their own in order to embed 
the skills and knowledge that are key to success in the lesson. This is the default learning mode 
unless a teacher tells the students otherwise. You must work in absolute silence. 

3. Quiet Partners – students discuss the learning with their peers on either side of their seat. 
Your voice shouldn’t be heard by the teacher. This is usually ‘whispers’.   

4. Polite Table Groups – students discuss the learning with their peers in a larger group.  

 
 

Activity  
  Test your knowledge and fill in the blanks: 

 
1. You are invited into the lesson by Mr Rossell. _______________________________ is the 

default learning mode until the teacher tells you otherwise.  
 

2. Miss Herbert asks you to discuss primary colours with the person next to you. She turns the 
learning mode to   __________________________. 

 
3. Miss Hickey asks the class to track one of your peers using the learning mode 

____________________________. This involves listening intently to what is being taught 
and to answer all questions.   

 
4. Mr Fieldhouse asks you to discuss the history of Henry VIII with another few students sat 

around your table. He also asks the class to speak using confidential voices with those in 
your group. He turns the learning mode spinner to   ___________________________ . 

 

Questions or Worries List  
If you have any questions or worries about coming to Dixons Kings, then please write them in the 

box below. You will have opportunity to speak to your tutor on your first day about these questions 

or worries. 
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Core Values 
 

Core values are principals which are really important at Dixons Kings. We have three core values: 

1) Integrity- We do the right thing and stay true to our moral principles.  

2) Diligence-We never give up. We give full attention to detail in order to avoid error and 

overcome obstacles.  

3) Civility- We are professional in everything we do. We are respectful and courteous. 

You will have seen the core values appear on the front and the bottom of every page of this booklet. 

The core values are communicated, demonstrated and referred to at all opportunities at the 

Academy including morning line ups. All teachers and students should follow and embed the core 

values at Dixons Kings. Please learn the definitions of the core values provided above. 

Literacy 
 

We have three literacy expectations of students at all times.  

1. You should always have a reading book with you (this is part of the equipment check). 
2. You should speak in full sentences and no slang.  
3. You should track the speaker at all times. 

 
Following the three literacy expectations will allow you to develop your reading, writing and oracy 
skills.  

During tutor time, you will write a book review each time you have finished reading a book. We are 

really interested in finding out about the last book your read or your favourite book. Please 

complete the book review for either a book you have recently read or one of your favourite books. 

For the rating, colour in the number of stars you would give the book.  

Activity: Book Review 

Book Title_________________________________________________________ 

Author______________________________               Rating  

Plot and Setting 

Where and when did the story take place? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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What happened (in the beginning, middle, end)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Characters 

Who were the main characters? 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Who was your favourite character and why? 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Your Opinion 

Did you like the book? 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

What was your favourite part and why? 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Invent a new ending 

Please write down a new ending to the book (try to make this as interesting and imaginative as 
possible). 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Maths 
 

During your first year at Dixons Kings you will be introduced to the topic algebra. You may have 

already learnt some algebra skills during your maths lessons at primary school. Before you complete 

the code-breaking task below, please read the examples below to help you complete the questions. 

Don’t worry if you struggle with this task, we can help you when we go through this at Dixons 

Kings.  

If you also want to prepare yourself for secondary maths, then visit the following website: 

www.numerise.com  

Examples: 

1) Simplifying expressions ‘collecting like terms’ involving addition and subtraction  

i) a + a + a = 3a this means 1a + 1a + 1a = 3a, we do not normally put the 1 in front of the 

letter. 

ii)   8b – 3b + b = 6b you would first work out 8b – 3b = 5b and then add 1b which equals 6b.  

iii) 10x + 7y – 4x – 5y = 6x + 2y on this question you would collect 10x – 4x = 6x and then 7y – 5y 

= 2y so your final answer is 6x + 2y, you cannot simplify this any further. You need to make sure 

you look at the sign in front of each term and remember not to add or subtract letters which are 

different. 

2) Simplifying expressions involving multiplication  

i) a x a x a = a3   when multiplying terms which are the same letter this will give you a power. 

The letter ‘a’ is multiplied 3 times by itself so this is why the power is 3. 

ii)    a x b x c = abc when multiplying you will collect the terms together with no spaces. 

iii) 7 x e x f x 3 = 21ef on this question you multiply the numbers 7 x 3 = 21 and then e x f =ef so 

the full answer is 21ef with no spaces. The number part should go at the front. 

iv) 6 x a x b x a x 2 = 12a2b on this question, you multiply the numbers 6 x 2 = 12, then a x a = a2 

and then multiply then by b would give the full answer 12a2b 

3) Simplifying expressions involving division  

j) 
 

 when dividing terms you would first try to simplify the integers (whole numbers) by 

finding the highest common factor (HCF). The HCF of 10 and 2 is 2 (10 ÷ 2 = 5). There is only 

‘a’ on the numerator so this would not cancel out. The answer is 5a. 

ii)    
 

  
  on this type of question work out the numerator and denominator separately e.g. 2c 

× 10d = 20cd and 3 x 4 = 12 which gives  . You then need to find the HCF of 20 and 12 which 

is 4 and divide both the numerator and denominator by then. The cd term would not cancel out. 

The answer is  

 

Activity:  

There are two code breaking activities for you to complete.  

http://www.numerise.com/
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